JAMES,   DUKE   OF   YORK

day, Charles to attend a Council meeting, James to amuse himself as
best he could; for he was not a member of the Council and was only
called to its meetings rarely and for particular purposes. James hunted
two or three times a week, and he wrote to William on one occasion
that he had had so long a run that he did not return to the Castle until
midnight. *

But James's condition was not happy: he enjoyed neither the
power nor the peace of mind with which he was credited. At first,
indeed, all went well; there had been some apprehension that he would
make trouble by trying to divert policy from the lines which Charles
and his advisers had followed during his year of exile, but he was in an
accommodating mood, and agreed to everything; he was also in a mood
of optimism, but it was only because he lacked the facility of looking
beneath the surface of things. By April he was beginning to have mis-
givings ; early in that month he told Barrillon that he was in a condition
to maintain himself and could rely on the support of Ministers, but
that he was not free from apprehension that his enemies would prevail;
he added that he was convinced that the monarchy would be in danger
if Parliament were allowed to meet, and that he would do everything
possible to prevent its meeting. A week later he expressed himself
dissatisfied with his influence in affairs, though he still stood fair with
the Ministers; Barrillon's private opinion, which he confided to Louis,
was that James had no power in home or foreign affairs, that he was
unaware what danger he would be in if Parliament met, and that Charles
and his Ministers were deceiving him by simulating optimism. At the
same time James wrote to William

As for the temper of the several countries [counties], the judges
and all that are come to town do say they find, within these two or
three months the greatest alteration for the better that can be
imagined, and what His Majesty hath done in purging the Com-
missions of the peace of all disaffected people to him, has con-
tributed much to it by encouraging his old friends, the Cavalier or
Church party, and truly I am persuaded, if he do but continue
steady to the grounds he has now laid down to himself (as I make
no doubt but he will) that within some time he will be more
master and in a better condition than he has been these many a
year; so that except the Duke of Monmouth do some hot-headed
thing, which I think him capable of, all things are likely to be very
quiet here.

What James did not see was that Monmouth was only part of tlie
trouble, though a very important part, as providing a rallying-point for